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Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Joel; means “the Lord is God” 

 Little is known about Joel; context of book hints that he was from around Jerusalem 

 Difficult to date the book; late-9th century BC seems likely, but not certain; even so, the message is timeless 

The Message of the Book of Joel 

 The locust plague as God’s judgment (Joel 1:2–20) 

 Judgment will get worse if the people don’t turn back to God 

 Locusts were a covenant curse Moses mentioned  

 God is about to send another manifestation of the Day of the Lord 

 Locusts would completely destroy everything there 

 The warning of further judgment (Joel 2:1–11) 

 Interpretive issue – the relationship of Chapters 1 and 2 in the book of Joel 

 Chapter 1: locusts being described as an army 

 Chapter 2: army being described as locusts 

 The “locusts” as metaphor?  (see Jeremiah 46:23; 51:14; Nahum 3:15–16) 

 The call to repentance (Joel 2:12-17) 

 Rend/tear your heart; Don’t just go through the motions of acting like you’re sorry; Truly repent 

 Turn to God and He will forgive 

 The promise of the reversal of judgment (2:18-27) 

 Everything before this point was warnings about judgment 

 From this point on, everything in the book is a promise 

 People took God’s word seriously 

 The judgment of the nations and the restoration of Israel in the last days (2:28–3:21) 

 The interpretation of Joel 2:28–32 in the NT 

 Change of time focus; Looks ahead to the final restoration of Israel in the last days 

 OT setting: pour out my spirit on all people 

 Initial fulfillment (Pentecost) 

 Continuing fulfillment (Today) 

 Ultimate fulfillment (Kingdom) 

 There is a distinction between Israel 

and the church, but they both are 

the one people of God; coming of 

Jesus initiated the last days foreseen 

by the prophets 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


